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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Barker et al. (Barker) (US 6,646,765) in view of Yakata (JP 10275206). 

With regard to claim 1, Barker discloses a method for making written 
documents, comprising: generating a cover sheet including machine readable 
information and scanning a document using the cover sheet (column 7, lines 35- 
56). 

Barker does not teach a cover sheet including tactilely readable 
information. 

Yakata discloses a label (similar to cover sheet) including tactilely 
readable markings (braille) available to the visually impaired and encoding 
information which can be read by an optical reader (paragraphs 0005 and 
abstract). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have modified Barker to include including tactilely 
readable markings (braille) available to the visually impaired as taught by Yakata. 
. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified Barker by the teaching of Yakata because it would 
have allow visually impaired person having privileged to fax a document. 

With regard to claim 2, Barker discloses wherein the document includes at 
least one user-selectable parameter, and the method further comprises selecting 
the at least one user-selectable parameter (column 5, lines 14-43, figure 3). 

With regard to claim 3, Barker discloses wherein selecting the at least one 
user-selectable parameter includes checking a box on the sheet (column 5, lines 
14-43, figure 3). 

With regard to claim 4, Barker discloses wherein the at least one user 
selectable parameter includes at least one email address (column 5, lines 14-43, 
figure 3). 

With regard to claim 5, Barker discloses wherein the at least one user 
selectable parameter includes a database (column 9, lines 45-67). 

With regard to claim 6, Barker discloses wherein the at least one user 
selectable parameter includes a group printer (column 2, lines 20-26). 

With regard to claim 7, Barker differs from claim 7, in that he does not 
teach tactilely reading the cover sheet. 

Yakata discloses a label (similar to cover sheet) including tactilely 
readable markings (braille) available to the visually impaired and encoding 
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information which can be read by an optical reader (paragraphs 0005 and 
abstract). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to include including tactilely readable markings (braille) 
available to the visually impaired as taught by Yakata. . It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
modified Barker by the teaching of Yakata because it would have allow visually 
impaired person having privileged to fax a document. 

With regard to claim 8, the subject matter is similar to claim 1 . Therefore 
the rejection on claim 8 is the same as rejection on claim 1 . 

With regard to claim 9, Barker discloses wherein the sheet also contains 
user selectable markings (column 5, lines 14-43, figure 3). 

With regard to claim 10, Barker discloses wherein the tactilely readable 
markings includes a description of the user-selectable features (column 5, lines 
14-43, figure 3). 

With regard to claim 11, Barker discloses wherein the user selectable 
markings include at least one email address (column 5, lines 14-43, figure .3). 

With regard to claim 12, Yakata discloses wherein the tactilely readable 
markings include Braille (paragraph 0005). 

With regard to claim 13, Barker discloses wherein the machine readable 
markings include a bar code (figure 3, block 54). 

With regard to claim 14, Barker discloses wherein the machine readable 
markings includes glyphs (column 5, lines 14-43, figure 3). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Quang N. Vo whose telephone number is 
5712701 121 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-5:00PM 
Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, King Y. Poon can be reached on 5712727440. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. A 
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Patent Examiner 
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